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Tue only one of the sons of John Parker who left any children was : 

6. James Parker, who was born in the Castle in 1725, and died there, 
‘October 4, 1797. I have always thought that he was named James 
after his father’s cousin James, the printer before noticed. The latter 
named his only daughter “Janet,” after John Parker's wife. James 
Parker lived a long and useful life, both as a public and private citizen. 
Like his father, and brother * John, he went as captain of a company of 
Provincial militia in August, 1746, to the northern frontier; but we 
have no record that he was engaged in any fighting. Afterwards he 
becaine a merchant, in West India business principally, in partnership 
with Beverly Robinson, of New York ; but he soon became largely inter- _ | 
ested in landed property, became one of the Board of Proprietors of East 
Jersey, and was its surveyor-general for several years. He held several 
local offices, and filled them well; was Mayor of Perth Amboy (as his 
father had been) before and after the Revolutionary War. Governor 
Hardy, in July, 1762, recommended his appointment as Councillor to 
the King, as ‘fa man of ability and known loyalty to His Majesty” ; but i a 
he was not appointed until Governor Franklin recommended it in 1764, | 
| 


RE 


ee 


Mr. Parker’s idea of duty is expressed in his letter to Governor ‘ 
Franklin, in accepting this appointment, wherein he says: ‘ Acknowl- (| 
edging myself under the greatest obligation to his Majesty, and vou, | 
L know nothing can make me more acceptable to either of you, than a | 
faithful discharge of this trust reposed in me,” | | 

That ‘ public office is a public trust “ was thus recognized, by him, | | 
more than a hundred and twenty years before President Cleveland _ I 
expressed that sentiment with such great é¢/ad, | | | 

Mr, Parker remained in the Council until the latter part of 1775. I 
His associates during the period of his service were David Ogden {a | 


| 
prominent Jawyer), the [Earl of Stirling, Hon. John Stevens, Chief ‘ iBT 
Justice Read, Daniel Coxe, Judge John Lawrence of Burlington, Richard | i 
Stockton, and Francis Hopkinson (which two subsequently were signers | OH ) 
-of the Declaration), These were all men of mark and great ability, and a 
Mr, Parker was the acknowledged peer of any of thein.  Flis sense of | 
{ 


responsibility, in view of the impending struggle between King and people, | 
‘was expressed in the address to the Governor by the Council in 1775, | 13 
which he wrote, and in which he says: ‘‘We shall, with all sincere i E 
loyalty to our most gracious Sovereign, and all due regard to the true OE 
welfare of the inhabitants of this Province, endeavor to prevent mischiefs if 
which our present state of affairs seems to threaten ; and, by our zeal for 
‘the authority of government on the one hand, and for the constitutional — - | 
rights of the people on the other, aim at restoring that health of the ii 
political body which every good subject must most earnestly desire.” | 
These were sound words, which continue to state a safe rule of political : if 
‘conduct for all times and all circumstances. We would do well to heed ab 
it more, even in thesedays. Having resigned from the Council, he was | 
| 
| 
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appointed a delegate to the Provincial Congress (of N. J.), but he did not 
attend. ‘Things moved on very fast in those days. At one of the last 
meetings of the Council of His Majesty, which was held on November 
22, 1775, it was ‘*Ordered that the Clerk of the House do forthwith 
despatch a letter to the Hon. James Parker Esq, requiring his attend- 
ance’; but he paid no attention to the mandate, and two days later 
the Council met (John Stevens, Esq., the Chief Justice, Richard Stock- 
ton, Esq., Stephen Skinner, Esq., Daniel Coxe, Isq., John Lawrence, 
Esq., and Irancis Hopkinson, Esq., being present) for the last time. 

During the Revolutionary War Mr. Parker preserved a strict neutrality, 
removed his family to his farm (Shirley) in Hunterdon County, near 
Kingston (now Alexandria), where they remained until the return of 
peace. Very soon alter the war he was elected by the Legislature of New 
Jersey Mayor of Perth Amboy, and when the present Constitution of the 
United States had been adopted, so highly was he esteeined by all sorts 
and conditions of men that he was solicited to become a candidate for 
Congress: but he was getting along in years. and did not overcome his 
reluctance again to engage in political life until it was too Jate to make an 
effective canvass. His wife was Gertrude, the only daughter of Rev. 
William Skinner, who was for thirty-six years rector of St. Peter’s Church, 
Perth Amboy. That old parish was established in the year 1685, and 
endures to this day. Her mother was a daughter of Hon. Stephanus 
Van Cortlandt, who was a son of Orloff Stevenson Van Cortlandt, of New 
York. Stephanus was born in that cily in 1642; was its Mayor in 1677, 
and died in 1700, His wife, and the grandmother of Mrs. Parker, was 
Gertrude Schuyler, a daughter of Petrus Schuyler, of Albany, and her 
mother was a Von Schhiechenhorst. ‘Tradition in the family has it that 
the Rev. William Skinner was the last chief of the ‘* wicked and traitor- 
ous Clan MacGregor ’’ (as Acts of the British Parhament continued to term 
itas long as the Georges sat on that throne), and came to this country with 
a price on, his head, after the collapse of the Pretender’s cause in 1718. 
He took orders, and was appointed by the venerable ‘Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts” its missionary at Perth 
Amboy and neighborhood, and was zealous as such from 1721 to his. 
death, int757. ‘The fruits of his labors are now being gathered in many 
of the prospering parishes of Middlesex and Monmouth counties, 

His daughter, Gertrude, was a woman remarkable for her vigorous 
piety and other excellences ofcharacter. Of her, Mfr, Whitehead remarks: 
“If the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church, a praying mother 
is, in all ages, the well-spring of spiritual life in the family, ’ ‘The sturdy 
adherence of her descendants to the Church is clearly traceable, through 
her, to her father. Before the Revolution Mr. Parker was a strong 
Church of E ngland man, was vestryman and warden of St. Peter’s. 

One of the most enduring and useful things he did was to procure, in 
company with a large number of the most eminent and influential 
Churchmen of the three Provinces of New York, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania, the incorporation, in 1769, of the “ Corporation for the Reliet of 
the Widows and Children of Clergymen of the Church of England, as by 
Law established, in America.’’ Vhis benevolent institution has en- 
dured to this day, dispensing its relief to many thousands of bene- 
ficiaries; and it was through its meeting, held in Christ Church, New 
Brunswick on May 11, #784, at which Mr. Parker was one of two lay- 
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men present, that steps were taken to bring the churches in the different 
Provinces (then just become States) into union with each other, so as to 
form that branch of the Catholic Church known in lawas the ‘ Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in the United States of America.”’ He was a 
deputy to the General Convention of 1785. A committee appointed to 
revise the ‘‘ Book of Common Prayer of the Church of England,” in 
order to adapt itto the changed political condition of the country, pro- 
posed very radical changes, which were enibodied in what was known as 
“The Proposed Book of Common Prayer.” 

In May, 1786, a Diocesan Convention was held in St. Peter's, Perth 
Amboy, in which a two days’ debate and struggle took place over the 
approval of the ‘* Proposed Book,” in which Mr. Parker, Elon, John De 
Hart, Matthias Halstead, Henry Waddell, Hon. David Brearley (whom 
Washington appointed United States District Judge), and Abraham 
Ogden (progenitor of the New York Churchmen of that name) were 
opposed to such approval ; and Hon. John Stevens (the ancestor of the 
Hoboken family), Rev. Uzal Ogden, * and Jobn Dennis were in favor of 
the book, The result was the adoption of a memorial to the General 
Convention against it, which Mr. Parker wrote and presented ; which at 
once caused the rejection of the ‘' Proposed Book," and a return to 
better liturgical principles. He was a Deputy to the General Convention 
of 1789, which brought abont the union of the churches, with Bishops 
Seabury, White, and Provost as duly consecrated bishops, and the adoption 
of the ‘‘ Book of Common Prayer,” that has stood, with slight changes, 
until the present. Thereafter Mr. Parker lived quietly in his home at 
Perth Amboy, universally respected ; his death was greatly lamented. 

A plain marble slab in St. Peter's Churchyard is inscribed : 

‘*In memory of James Parker, who died 4th of October 1797, aged 
72 years; and of Gertrude, wife of James Parker, who died ioth of 
February 1811, aged 71 years. 

“The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance. 

I do not know that the author of “Phe Story ofan Old Farmer” had 
my ancestor in mind, in the councillor he has pictured: but he is 
amazingly like what [ fancy he was: for Mr. Whitchead, who married 
his granddaughter. describes him as “of tall stature and large frame, 
with a a mind of more than ordinary sTength and vigor.” 

"James Parker left several « children, ol whom “John Parker became a 
lawyer, and married nn, daughter of John Lawrence, of Burlington. Her 
brother was Captain James Lawrence, of the frigate Chesapeake, whose 
tragic death, and ringing words “ Don't give up the ship.” have been an 
inspiration to all young naval officers unto this day, “Phey had no son. 
One of their daughters, Maria, married the late Edward W. Dunham, 
the founder and first President of the Corn Exchange Bank, of New 
York; the other died unmarried. John Parker and his wife lie side by 
side in the churchyard of Christ Church, New Brunswick. 

Hon. ‘James Parker was born March 1, 1 eG. at the farm (Shirley) 
before referred to, to which his father had taken lis family for safety 


~ 
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* Uzal Ogden, strangely enough, after having been elected the first Bishop of New 
Jersey, and being objected to, was not confirmed by the General Convention, and 
although the diocese stood strongly by him. requited the confidence of the latter by 
endeavoring to set up old Trinity Parish, Newark, as a ‘* Church of England in 
America,” with himself as its minister, to pray for the king and royal family. 
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from the troubles of the time. He graduated from Columbia College, 
New York, in 1793, at the age of seventeen. Tle was educated fora mer- 
chant, but the death of his father, in 1797, threw upon him the care of 
avery large landed estate, much of which was held under merely 
verbal trusts, and he was compelled tO relmauish his mercantile aspira- 
tions. He soon became prominent in pubhe hfe; was a member of 
the Assembly of New Jersey from 1806 to 1819, with the exception of 
one year; and, again, for a special purpose, became such in 1827. In 
those days the office sought the man ; and no political boss dictated the 
nomination, | 

Of Mr. Parker’s general legislative career, the late Judge Richard 
S. Field (Umited States Circuit Judge for New Jersey) said: * With the 
single exception of the year 1812, he was in a political mimority in the 
Assembly 3 but such was his well-known integrit yihis: straight-forward 
honesty, his pecuhar capacity for busmess, and his manly independence 
that he always exerted a conmmanding influence im that body. Its 
records teem with mantestations of his untirmg industry, of his great 
ability, and his unswerving fidelity to the best interests of the people, 
and the State. On almost every page are found exhibitions of his 
active mind, of his public spirit, of bis large and Liberal views. One 
whose attention has not been called to the subject will be surprised to 
find with how many wise and useful laws he enriched our statute 
books.” 

He was very prominent in advocacy of the abolition of slavery in 
the State; and of the vigilant enforeement of the law for that purpose 
in after years. Fle was the author of the State common-school system. 
The Delaware and Raritan Canal was his project; and it'was for this 
that he entered the legislature in 1827.0 As chairman of the Special 
Committee in reference to it, he said: “Phe general welfare of the 
United States requires a comimunication by water through the State of 
New Jersey, as one link tn the great chain of internal navigation which 
as to connect all the Atlantic States and y art of the Western States with 
each other. ‘This great line of communication ts necessary for the 
purposes of trade and intercourse at all times ; and most essential to our 
protection and defence in time of war.” | 

These are words of prescience which have not lost their force 
through the lapse of time. ‘The pending enlargement of the lerie 
Canal is, in a sense, a fulfilment of his far-seemg, views; and our 
national legislators would do well to act upon them instead of squander- 
ing the public money in deepening such important streams as *‘f Cheese- 
quakes Creek,” and the headwaters of the rivulets that flow into the 
Yellowstone or Arkansas rivers. 

He was. one of the Commissioners who framed the treaty which 
settled the boundary questions between New York and New Jersey ; 
was Democratic Presidenual Elector, and voted, though unavailingly, for 
his friend General Jackson in 18243 Democratic Collector of the Port 
of Perth Amboy, by appointment of President Jackson, 1829-1833 ; 
Democratic member of Congress (1833-1837), and supported President 
Jackson in his fight against the re-charter of the Bank of the United 
States, and voted against it. While in Congress the contest over the 
nzht of petition raged, when petitions for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia began to pour in. The members from the slave 
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States endeavored to prevent their reception ; but he, in company with 
I.x-President John Quincy Adams, insisted that the people had the 
right to send a respectful petition to the Congress on any subject; 
- whether the prayer of the petitioners should be granted or not, being 
another matter. It required great courage to stand for so plain a prin- 
ciple, at that early day, when slavery was the subject. Through- 
out his Congressional career he was known asa man whose convictions 
of right would be followed without regard to consequences to himself ; 
and that fiery Hotspur of Virgmia, Henry A. Wise, who as governor 
of that State took great credit for hanging poor old crazy John Brown, 
and gave the closing years of his life in ‘the cause of secession, always 
spoke of htm as “honest James Parker.”’ 

In 1839, Mr. Parker became a Whig, Jargely because of the estab- 
lishment of the “Sub-Treasury.” That institution has been so long a 
part of our financial system, that tt seems almost incredible that it ever 
had any opposition: but tt was fought over as virulently as any ques- 
tion that has ever disturbed our peace. He was an active and influen- 
tial member of the Constitutional Convention of New Jersey of 1844, 
and chairman of the Committee on the Dill of Rights, and wrote most 
of it. He was, for a long time,a Trustee of Rutgers College ; and gave 
the land in New Brunswick on which most of its buildings stand. He 
was also a Trustee of the College of New Jersey (Princeton), 1825-9 ; 
Vice-President and President of the New Jersey: Historical Socicty ; 
was several times Mayor of the City of Perth Amboy ; Warden and 
Vestryman of St. Peter’s Church, and represented it in Diocesan. Con- 
ventions for forty years or more; and was, several times, Deputy to 
the General Conventions of the Church. 

His first wife, and the mother of his children, was Penelope, daugh- 
ter of Anthony Butler, of Philadelphia, who was married to him by the 
venerable Bishop White, in 1803. Her mother was of the old Coates 
family of Philadelphia, and one of the most beautiful women of her 

day. | 
| Their eldest son, James (my father), was an eminent lawyer and 
judge in hts adopted State, Ohto, where he died in 1861. His second 
son, William, was an eminent civil engineer, who was Superintendent of 
the Boston and Worcester Railroad, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
President of the Boston and Lowell Railroad ; and finally, Superinten- 
dent of the Panama Railroad. His youngest son is the Hon, Cortlandt 
Parker, of Newark, N. J., who has long been recognized as a leader of 
the bar of that State. 

Mr. Parker’s second wife, by whom he had no children, was a daugh- 
ter of Samuel Ogden, of New ark, N. J., and a niece of David B. eeu: 
one of the most eminent lawyers of New York City. 

Mr. Parker died April 1, 1868, aged ninety-two years, one month, 
and is buried at the feet of his parents, in the old cemetery of St. 
Peter’s, Perth Amboy. Well may his only son who survived him 
have caused his monument in the old churchyard to be tnscribed : 


“His long life was noted for private worth and public usefulness. 

Civis, Senator, Maritus, Parens, Amicus, Cunctis vite officilis, Ae- 

quibilis Opum contemptor, recti pervicax, Constans adversus 
metus,’ 
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One of the daughters of “James, Catherine Montgomery, married 
James Hude Kearny, and left two daughters. (See “ ‘lhe Kearny Fam- 
iHy.”) ‘The youngest son of James was Cortland Lewis, who was bred 
a merchant. We married Elizabeth Gouverneur, and died in Curacao, 
where he was United States Consul. One of his twenty-two children 
(all by her) was “John Parker, for many years Cashier of the Phenix 
Bank, New York City. With him closes my sketch of the Parkers of 
New Jersey. 


DUMONT FAALILY. 
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Since this sketch was prepared, the writer has been favored with 
some further information from J. Bb." Dumont, Esy., of Plainheld, New 
Jersey, relative to certain doubtful points, which he is probably the 
most competent authority to decide, He aclvises that the fact that 
some of the children of Peter’ Dumont (Hendrick*) having been bap- 
tized by Dominie Van: Harlingen (whose full name was Johannes 
Martinus Van Harlingen) indicates that the said Peter’ Dumont. was 
connected with eithertne Dutch Church at Harlingen or Mechanic, 
then called “Church of Sourkind.’” Vhe hills near there, are still 
called “Sourland Mountains.” Peter’ Dumont’s wife's father, Cor- 
nelitus Lowe, as well as Albert Lowe, it appears, were also connected 
with Harlingen church. If Peter’ Dumont (fendrick’) resided on 
Raritan River (where Saxton Wycoff afterwards lived) they had a 
long way, considering the condition of the roads then, to go to church, 
while the Dutch churches at North Branch or Raritan were much 
nearer, However, the influence of the wife may have been sufficient. 

Asto Peter’ Dumont (Hendrick’) having been Sheriff of Somerset 
County, N. J., Mr. J. B.? Dumont thinks it probable that the Peter 
Dumont mentioned in the records as holding that office was another 
Peter. Peter’ (Hendrick’) was then litthe more than thirty years of 
age, and might have been considered young for such an office. ‘The 
writer would add that the family tradition merely recites that “ He was 
High Sheriff of the county in which he lived.” As he subsequently 
removed to New Brunswick, this may refer to Middlesex County, N. 
J., although the writer has been informed that the history of the lat- 
ter county does not show the name of Peter Dumont, Itmay even 
refer to Saratova County, N. Y¥., for while he is said to have been 
blind for twenty-five years preceding his decease in 1821, this would 
give until about the year 1796 as the probable hmnit of his physical 

ability to hold such an office as High Sheriff. It is, perhaps, probable 
~ that the Peter Dumont, Sheriff of Somerset County, N. J., was Peter’ 
Dumont (Peter*, Wallerand’), born 1725. He resided in Bridgewater 
township, where county seat, Somerville, 1s located, and was freeholder 
from that township, and his name appears at different times ina public 
way, and in view of the fact that other public records there mention 


